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Soldiers of the American Revolution Buried in 

Illinois. 

Research Made by Mrs. E. S. Walker. 



DU PAGE COUNTY. 

Parker Chase was a native of Connecticut; he served in 
the Revolutionary War, enlisting April 20, 1775, serving as a 
^* Minute Man^' in Captain Thomas Noyes* Company; also, 
serving for 13 weeks in Captain Ezra Lunts' Company, with 
Colonel Moses Little's Seventeenth Regiment; again serving 
in Captain Robert Dodge's Company, in Colonel Eben- 
ezer Travis' Regiment; again enlisting with Captain Jacob 
Powers and Captain Stephen Jenkins, with Colonel Jacob 
Gerrish, from Suffield and Essex Counties, Connecticut. After 
the war Parker Chase came to Illinois, locating in DuPage 
County, where he died. 

John Dudley was a native of New Hampshire, where he 
enlisted in Captain Ashley's Company in 1777, serving one 
month and two days, from September 21 to October 23. He 
came west from Claremont, New Hampshire, settling in 
Crawford County, and went from there to DuPage County, 
Illinois, where he died. He served as a justice in the county. 

Thomas Matteson was born in West Greenwich, Newport 
County, Rhode Island, in 1756. He enlisted June 8, 1776, with 
Lieutenant George Tennant and Colonel Brown. After the 
war he removed to Ashtabula County, Ohio, and from there 
came to DuPage County, Illinois. He lived to a great age 
and died in the county after 1840. 

SCHUYLER COUNTY. 

WmLiAM Blair was born in Lancaster County, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1760. He enlisted May, 1778, in Cumberland County 
as a substitute for his father, serving two months; was sta- 
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tioned at Penn's Valley, Pennsylvania. In 1779 he enlisted 
again under General Sullivan; and in 1780 he again served 
seven months on the frontier in Northumberland County. He 
was discharged in 1781. He came to Illinois and settled in 
Eushville, Schuyler County, where he died. 

Benjamin Cabpenter was a native of Virginia, born in 1753. 
He enlisted for four years in Amherst County, Virginia. His 
company joined the army of Lafayette, and was present 
at the surrender of Cornwallis. He came to Illinois and re- 
sided in Schuyler County, where he died. 

A. W. Cavaley was born in Virginia and served in the war 
as an agent for James Stuart's Virginia Artillery. After the 
war he came to Illinois and resided in Schuyler County. 

Henry Greene was born in Maryland, where he enlisted in 
1779, in a Maryland regiment commanded by Colonel Thomas 
Wolford. He was discharged at Annapolis, Maryland. After 
the close of the war he came to Schuyler County, Illinois, and 
died there May, 1837. 

James Lanmann was born in 1731 in South Carolina. He 
enlisted at Charleston in July, 1776, serving as sergeant ; was 
engaged near Hillsborough, North Carolina, in 1781; was 
attached to a troop of horse in the First Regiment, under 
Colonel William Henderson; was in the battles of Guilford 
Court House and Eutaw Springs, where he was wounded in 
the thigh. He came to reside in Schuyler County, Illinois, 
where he died. 

George Taylor was born in Pennsylvania about 1760. He 
enlisted in Amherst County, Virginia, in 1777 under Colonel 
Broadhead and General Lachlin Mcintosh, when they were at 
Fort Cumberland; then they moved to the Ohio Eiver, and 
from there to Detroit, Michigan. He assisted in building Fort 
Defiance. He again enlisted in 1778 and helped guard the 
prisoners taken at Saratoga ; he also served in 1779 and 1780. 
He came to Illinois, settling in Schuyler County, where he 
died February 10, 1834. 
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PERRY COUNTY. 

John Banes was born in Virginia. He enlisted at Meck- 
lenburg in 1779 ; five times for three months each and the sixth 
time for six months, with Captains Peter Bennett and George 

Ferringot, Colonel William Moore, Ramsey, Joseph 

Taylor and Major Joel Lewis. He was in the battle of Cam- 
den. He removed to Sumner County, Tennessee, and from 
there to Perry County, Illinois, where he died September 2, 
1840. He served in the North Carolina troops. 

Leonabd Life was a native of South Carolina, where he 
served in the war. He was born about 1755. After the war 
he removed with his son to Illinois, settling in Perry County, 
Tamaroa township, where he died. 

John Mubphy was born in the north of Ireland. Coming 
to America, he entered the war of the American Revolution 
and was in the battle of Eang^s Mountain. Soon after the 
war he removed to Tennessee, and in 1818 came to Illinois, 
settling near Lost Prairie, Perry County, where he died* 
Murphysboro, Jackson County, is named in his honor. 

CASS COUNTY. 

CoLBAY Creed was born in Orange County, Virginia, May 
4, 1758. He enlisted in Surrey County, North Carolina, in 
Captain James Giddings' Company and served during the 
war. Coming to Illinois, he settled in Morgan County, where 
he drew a pension. He died in Cass County and is buried 
there. 

SCOTT COUNTY. 

Nicholas Cubby was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
probably from the Carolinas. He removed to Tennessee, in 
Lincoln County, but came to Illinois in 1832, settling in Coles 
County, and from there he removed to Scott County, where 
he died, and is buried in the McAlebs graveyard, one and 
one-half miles north of the town of Bluffs. He died in the 
early fifties. 
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James McEveks was a native of Massachusetts, where he 
enlisted from the town of Hancock to serve three years in 
Captain Lusk's Company, Colonel Simonds' Regiment, He 
removed to Ohio, and from there to Illinois, settling in Mor- 
gan County, but died in 1829 in Scott County. 

Solomon Patterson was a soldier from Pennsylvania, serv- 
ing from Cumberland County in the First Company, Fourth 
Battalion, under Captain John McConnell, Colonel Samuel 
Culbertson. After the war he came to Illinois and resided 
in Monroe County, but removed to Scott County, where he 
died at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. McCracken, in the 
town of Manchester. 

Joseph Summers was born in Kent County, Delaware, in 
1749, and while residing in Guilford County, North Caro- 
lina, he enlisted, serving for three months under Captain 
Thomas Flack, Colonel James Martin. He again enlisted for 
six months under Captain Edward Gwynn, and again for 
three months with Captain Elliott and Colonel Lee. Coming 
to Illinois, he resided in Morgan County, but died in Scott 
County, and is buried there. 

VERMILION COUNTY. 

The 3d of September, 1915, was a memorable day for the 
Governor Bradford Chapter, D. A. R., of Danville. Five years 
ago the chapter decided to erect some fitting memorial to the 
memory of the soldiers of the American Revolution buried in 
Vermilion County. Plans crystalized into action and they 
decided to erect a drinking fountain. The design presented by 
Mr. Daniel Chester French was accepted and the fountain 
complete was unveiled September 3, 1915. 

The Memorial consists of a floor thirty feet long, with seats 
at either end; a granite shaft eleven feet high holds in the 
center a bowl, into which water constantly flows. The shaft 
is ornamented near the top by a bronze wreath of laurel 
leaves, in which is the significant date, 1776. The granite 
shaft is superimposed with a four-foot bronze statue of a sol- 
dier of the Revolution standing at rest parade. 
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The names of the men are inscribed in the granite tablet 
set into the floor of the fountain. The inscription reads: 
**This statue is erected by the Daughters of the American 
Eevolution in memory of the soldiers of the War for Inde- 
pendence who are buried in Vermilion County, Illinois. '^ 
The Chapter was most fortunate in having a **friend at 
court ^* in Hon. J. G. Cannon, who secured from the Govern- 
ment an unused balance of money left from the erection of 
the Government building, amounting to $6,000.00, which was 
applied to erecting the shaft ; the D. A. R. Chapter being re- 
sponsible for the bronze statue, costing $2,000.00. 

The program was as follows : Mrs. Daniel Hogan, regent 
of the Chapter, presiding. *^ America," sung by *'all the 
people," led by H. Y. Mercer, accompanied by the Soldiers* 
Home Band. Invocation by Rev. George Howk Simonson. 
** Ritual of the Chapter," Mrs. James A. Meeks, chaplain. 
' ' Greetings, ' ' Mrs. W. E. Fithian. ' ' Our Ancestors, ' ' Mr. W. 
R. Jewell. ^'Art in Bronze and Stone," Mr. James M. 
White, supervising architect of the University of Illinois. 
''The Revolutionary War in the West," Dr. Otto L. Schmidt, 
President Illinois State Historical Society. Address, Hon. J. 
G. Cannon. Dedication and presentation of statue. Miss 
Lotte E. Jones, chairman Fountain Committee. Response, 
General Frank S. Dickson, Adjutant General, State of Illinois. 
The statue was unveiled by nine descendants of the men 
memorialized. Miss Lotte E. Jones deserves especial credit 
for the happy results of such strenuous labors, as she was the 
prime mover in the plans. The Soldiers^ Home Band fur- 
nished the music for the occasion. This is a most appropriate 
way to perpetuate the memory of brave men and brave deeds, 
since in the performing of such duties we promote a love of 
knowledge and intensify the patriotism of our people. 

WiMJAM Adams was a native of Virginia, where he served 
in the war. After the war he removed to Kentucky. Coming 
to Illinois in 1825, he settled in Vermilion County, in Newell 
township, where he died, and is buried in the Martin burial 
ground. 
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David Baird was born in New Jersey March 4, 1760. He 
enlisted in Monmouth County in the First New Jersey Militia, 
September, 1776 ; he re-enlisted, serving for different periods 
each year till the close of the war, serving under Captains 
David Gordon, Kenneth Harrison, Coons, Samuel Car- 
hart, John Price and Cornelius Schanck; Colonels Asher 
Holmes, Thomas Henderson and Cahart Walton. He served 
as private, sergeant, ensign, lieutenant and quartermaster. 
He came to Vermilion County to reside and died February 
20, 1837 ; is buried in the Lebanon cemetery, Indianola. 

Joseph Coughran was born in Virginia January 16, 1761. 
He enlisted in June, 1781, in Hampshire County, with Cap- 
tains Anderson, Dick and Isaac Parson, Colonel 

Edwards, serving first four months, and again for two 

months. After the war he came to Vermilion County, Hlinois, 
where he applied for a pension in 1834. He died March 19, 
1845. He is buried in Vermilion County, but the exact place 
Is not known. 

John Fkazier was a native of Virginia, where he served in 
the war, enlisting near the home of Laurence Washington. 
He served during the entire war and was present at the sur- 
der of Cornwallis. The place of his burial is not known, but 
he died in Vermilion County. 

Jacob Gundy was born in Pennsylvania October 13, 1759. 
He enlisted April, 1779, in Pennsylvania Militia, under Cap- 
tain Sebastian Wolf and Quartermaster General Eobert Pat- 
ton, in Lancaster County; serving as a teamster for two 
months, and again for one month. After the war he removed 
to Ohio, and from there came to Vermilion County in 1830, 
with his son, Joseph. He died in 1842 and is buried in the 
Gundy burying ground near Bismark. 

Daniel Habbington was born in Pennsylvania January 1, 
1756. He enlisted in September, 1776, with Captain Jacob 
Treck, Colonel Michael Swope, in York County. He enlisted 
again, serving under the same officers, and a third time in 
Maryland, with Captain Daniel Shaw, Colonel Edward 
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Cockey, serving in all ten months. He came to Illinois, where 
he applied for a pension in Vermilion County. He died there 
in 1836. 

James Huls was born in Virginia in 1761. He enlisted 
March 18, 1778, in the Fourth Virginia Regiment, with Colonel 
Neville, Captain Stith, serving one year. He came to Ver- 
milion County, Illinois, and died there in 1834. 

Hugh Kjng was born in North Carolina December 17, 1754. 
He enlisted in Mecklenburg County in 1778 ; re-enlisting twice, 
serving under Captains John McBea and William Alexander, 
Major Davis and Colonel John Moore. He enlisted in the 
South Carolina troops in 1781, serving with Captain Andrew 
Alexander and Colonel Wade Hampton in Washington's 
Dragoons. In all, he enlisted seven times, serving two years 
and ten months. He was in several skirmishes — at Charlotte, 
North Carolina; Strawberry Fields, Quarter House and 
Ninety-Six. He removed to Vermilion County, Illinois, where 
he died, and is buried in Springhill cemetery, Danville. 

Thomas Makemson was born in 1753, probably in Pennsyl- 
vania, as he served in the war from that State, enlisting in 
1777 with William Brown, commander of Floating Battery, 
Putnam Station, twelve miles below Philadelphia. He served 
three years. Coming to Illinois, he settled in Vermilion 
County, where he died in 1813. He is buried near Oakwood, 
Illinois. 

Thomas Morton was born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
August 29, 1752. He enlisted three times in Pennsylvania— 
in 1775, 1776 and 1777, serving as ensign with Captains Elliot 
and Lee, Colonel Culbertson. In 1780 he removed to Ken- 
tucky and was engaged in the Virginia troops, serving from 
1781 to 1783 as captain under Colonel and General George 
Bogers Clark. He was in skirmishes at Statton Island and 
with the Indians at Chillicothe. He came to Indiana to reside, 
where he was appointed associate judge in Perry County in 
1814. He removed to Illinois, settling in Vermilion County, 
where he died. 
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Zaohabiah Robertson, Sb., was a soldier from Virginia, 
where he served in the war. He removed to Harrison Ooimty, 
Kentucky, and in 1834 came to Vermilion County, Illinois, 
settling in Newell township. He died on the land where 
Bismark now stands, at the advanced age of 94 years. 



